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INTRODUCTION: 

Claims 1-19 are pending and under consideration. 

REJECTIONS UNDER 35 U.S.C. S102: 

Claims 10-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. §1 02(b) as being anticipated by Gaarderet 

al. 

Using independent claim 10 as an example, this claim recites a first unit to stack a 
plurality of sheets of paper, and a second unit adjacent to the first unit, to form an image on the 
fed papers. 

The Examiner relies upon the automatic sheet feeder 26 of Gaarder et al. as 
corresponding to the claimed first unit, and the printer station 24 of this reference as 
corresponding to the claimed second unit. Office Action, page 2. However, the automatic sheet 
feeder 26 is not adjacent to the printer station 24. Gaarder et al., FIG. 1 . Instead, the scanner 
station 22 is therebetween. 

Independent claim 10 further recites that the first, second and third units are "integrally 
fonned." The Examiner relies upon column 4, lines 1-9 and 24-32 of the reference as teaching 
this feature. However, there is no reference to elements being "integrally formed" in these 
portions. Instead, lines 1-9 state that a frame 20 houses a scanner station 22 and a printer 
station 24. There is no commentary on whether the scanner station 22 and the printer station 24 
are integrally formed. Lines 24-32 comment on the location of the scanner and printer stations, 
and that these elements have a conventional design. 

Independent claim 14 recites similar features. 

Accordingly, withdrawal of the rejection is requested. 

REJECTIONS UNDER 35 U-S-C. SI 03: 

C/a/ms 1-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. §1 03(a) as being unpatentable over Gaarderet 
al. in view ofMizutani et al. 

Independent claims 1 , 4 and 7 are patentable over Gaarder et al. at least for similar 
reasons as discussed with respect to claim 10. Mizutani et al. does not overcome these 
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deficiencies in Gaarder et al., and Is not relied upon to do so. 

Furthermore, claim 6 depends from independent claim 4 and recites that the scan part is 
formed on the base part In a bridge shape. Present FIG. 1 illustrates the base frame 10 and the 
scan part 40. See also, present Specification, page 5, paragraph 26. However, Gaarder et al. 
discloses a scanner station 22 having a lamp 46, reflective mirrors 48, 50, a lens 49, and a CCD 
photosensor 51. Gaarder et al., col. 4, In. 27-32; FIG. 1 . However, as shown in FIG. 1 of this 
reference, these elements do not form a bridge. 

MizutanI et al. does not overcome this deficiency, and is not relied upon by the Examiner 
to do so. 

Accordingly, withdrawal of the rejection Is requested. 
CONCLUSION: 

There being no further outstanding objections or rejections, it is submitted that the 
application is in condition for allowance. An early action to that effect is courteously solicited. 

Finally, if there are any formal matters remaining after this response, the Examiner is 
requested to telephone the undersigned to attend to these matters. 

If there are any additional fees associated with filing of this Response, please charge the 
same to our Deposit Account No. 19-3935. 



Respectfully submitted. 




1201 New York Avenue, NW, Suite 700 
Washington, D.C. 20005 
Telephone: (202)434-1500 
Facsimile: (202)434-1501 
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